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INSTITUTE OF FAITH AND THE ACADEMY CONFERENCE 
FAULKNER UNIVERSITY 

 
October 14-15, 2021 

 
 

Thursday  Event                  Location 
 
12:00 - 1:00  Registration       Lobby 
 
1:00 - 1:15  Welcome, Devotional and Announcements         Chapel 
   Joshua S. Fullman, Director, IFA 
   Mike Williams, President, Faulkner University 
 
1:30 - 2:30  Session I 

 
Literature and Theology      HP 128 
The Quest for Hope in Walker Percy’s The Last Gentleman  
and Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises 

   John Shaffett, Shorter University 
 
   Figures of Hope: God in the Book of Job and in Waiting for Godot 
   Edwin Gaston, Air University 
 
   Social and Behavioral Sciences Roundtable   HP 135 
   Teaching and Learning in the Social Sciences 
   Moderator: James Guy, Chair, Social & Behavioral Sciences 
   Participants: Becky Coyle, Grover Plunkett, and Guy Renfro 
 
2:45 – 3:45  Session II             
     

Psychology and Theology               HP 128 
Death, Christian Hope, and Psychedelic Therapy: Theological  
Considerations 
Michael Potts, Methodist University 
 
Sounds of Silence: Hermeneutics of Sound 
Michael R. Young, Faulkner University 
 
Art and Music Roundtable     HP 135 

   Teaching and Learning in Music and the Arts 
Moderator: Art Williams, Chair, Fine Arts 
Participants: Allen Clements, Stephen Foster, Ookjin You  
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4:00 - 5:00  Session III                    
 

Educating in the Humanities      HP 128 
Kierkegaard’s Model of Ethical Communication: A Pedagogy  
for the Liberal Arts 

   Sam Peters, Faulkner University 
 
   Rethinking Humanities Study Abroad in Christian Higher Education 
   Matt Roberson, Abilene Christian University 
 
   Natural and Physical Sciences Roundtable             HP 135 

Teaching and Learning in the Sciences 
Moderator: Jeff Arrington, Dean, CAS 
Participants: Uduak Afangideh, Elsa Price, Tedd Sabir 

 
5:30 – 6:15  Faith and Composition: A Survey of Christian Composers Fine Arts Center 
   Paper and Recital by Ookjin You 
 
6:30 – 8:00  Faulkner Graduate Student Fellowship   Off campus 
   Dinner 
 
 
Friday   Event         Location 
  
8:00 - 9:15  Session IV 
 

Creative Scholars Workshop     HP 128 
Presiders: Rebecca Burylo, Andrew Jacobs 

   Presenters: Kristen Brazwell, Katelyn Lape, Peyton Osborn,  
Benjamin Tomlin 

 
College of Education Roundtable           HP 108 

   The Significance of Organizational Leadership in Christian 
   Higher Education 

Moderator: Leslie Cowell, Dean, COE 
   Participants: Christi Jones, Sandy Luster, Tracye Stritchik,  

Carol Tarpley, Morgan Weatherly        
 
9:30 - 10:30  Session V  
 

Plato in the Academy      HP 128 
East Meets West in Early Philosophy of Causation: Platonic  
and Karmic Laws of Causation 
Bethany Laney, State College of Florida 
 
Harnessing the Horses: Wrangling Rhetoric and Philosophy  
from Plato’s Chariot to Kant’s Crippling 
Rebecca M. Duncan, Lawson State Community College 
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College of Health Sciences Roundtable   HP 130 
Hospice, Palliative Care, and Quality of Life:  
A Multidisciplinary Approach 
Moderator: John Geisler, Director of Research, CHS 
Participants: Shauna Ashley, Cassie Boyd, Amy Oliver 
 

10:45 - 11:45  Plenary Session      Chapel 
   Through a Glass Darkly: Facing the Future with Hope 
   Monte Cox, Harding University 
 
12:00 – 1:00  Lunch    
 
1:00 – 1:25  Faulkner Singers        Chapel 
   Allen Clements, Conductor 
 
1:30 – 2:30  Session VI 

 
Jones School of Law Roundtable               HP 128 

   Religious Liberty Developments During the Pandemic 
Moderator: Charles Campbell, Dean, JSL 

   Participants: Michael DeBoer, Jeff Hammond, Andy Olree 
 
   Medieval Theology      HP 135 
   Hope and the Wayfarer: A Picture of Man and His Future 

Bryan Pruitt, Faulkner University 
 
Anselm’s Ontological Contingency Argument 
Shane Scott, Faulkner University 

 
2:45 – 3:45  Session VII 
 

Religion and Education     HP 117 
Tertullian’s Theology of Hope: Reinterpreting De Spectaculis  
in Light of its Eschatological Imagery 
James Underwood, Tupelo Christian Preparatory School 
 
O.P. Spiegel, the Disciples of Christ, and the Origins of  
Religious Education at the University of Alabama 
John Young, Amridge University 
 
College of Biblical Studies Roundtable   HP 135 

   The Study of Holy Scripture and the Work of Christian  
   Higher Education 
   Moderator: Todd Brenneman, Dean, COBS 
   Participants: Floyd Parker, David Stark, Brenda Turner 
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