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The Paralegal Pulse

SERVICE

Have you ever thought about volun-

teering your time to a local charity or

community organization? There are
many different reasons for you to
start volunteering:

To help others

To learn about an activity or
organization that interests
you

To beat boredom (if you find
yourself sitting around the
house feeling totally bored,
volunteering in an activity
you enjoy can be a great
way to change things)

To overcome a loss you

have experienced (one of the

best ways to help yourself in
a time of loss is to help oth-
ers)

To gain perspective on life
(there is no better way to un-
derstand your blessings than
to help people in need)

Your reasons for volunteering are as
individual as you are, but no matter
what your reasons you can get a lot

out of volunteering. You can learn
about yourself, learn about others
and meet a lot of interesting peo-
ple by volunteering. You can help
others as you help yourself.

Why Is Community Service Im-
portant?

First let's discuss what
"community service" is and isn't.
It is "active participation in and
assumption of responsibility for
your community." That is an in-
tentionally broad definition that
includes taking an active role in
sports teams, professional or-
ganizations, alumni groups,
churches, literacy programs, po-
litical campaigns, environmental
causes, fund raising for immigrant
assistance groups ... whatever
you define as your community.
Community service almost al-
ways reflects your values and
priorities.

The operative phrases in the defi-
nition are "active" and
"responsibility." Writing checks is
not enough. And helping your eld-
erly neighbor occasionally makes

"The privilege and the penalty of your education and the
position you hold in your community is that over the com-
ing decades, as in the past, you will be the pacesetters for
political and social thought in your community. You may
not accept this responsibility but it makes no difference,

it is inescapable. If you decide to set no pace, to forward
no dreams and to have no vision, you will still be the pace
setters. You will simply have decided that there is no

pace." Adlai Stevenson

you a nice per-
son, but doesn't
mean you are
taking responsi-
bility for your
community.
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the difference between who is accepted and rejected
(Why Get Involved,
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So why is community service important? _ . _ . _
wise competitive applicants. In addition to supporting

causes and organizations that you believe in, com-

munity service will enhance your chances of admis-

sion. Reprinted with permission of Linda Abraham,

1. It provides an opportunity for you to demon-
strate attributes that young applicants fre-
guently can't reveal in the
classroom or in their jobs:
leadership, initiative, interper-
sonal skills, and the ability to
handle responsibility. It ex-
presses your willingness to
contribute.

2. To adcoms a history of activ-
ism and participation sug-
gests you will be an active
student and alum.

3. It indicates breadth and well-
roundedness.

At the most competitive schools,
community service and extra-
curricular activities frequently make
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The Faulkner University Legal Studies Pro-  If you have any questions or suggestions for
gram is proud to announce that we have in-
corporated a new service-learning compo-
nent to our program. Students are required
to work together to organize and complete
service-learning projects throughout their
final semester, just prior to graduation. It is
also our hope and intention that through this
service-learning component, graduates from
our program will realize and appreciate the
importance of service to the community and
will continue to serve the community as they
progress in their legal career.

Page 2 THE PARALEGAL PULSE



