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In Touch With the Heart of the Legal Communi

Faulkner Legal Studies
Program Receives ABA

Approval

The Department of Criminal Justice and
Legal Studies of Faulkner University
was informed on Tuesday February 17
that the Associate of Science Degree in
Legal Studies program has received the
approval of the American Bar Associa-
tion (ABA).

The Degree in Legal Studies prepares
students to serve as legal assistants, or
paralegals. While paralegals cannot
practice law, a legal assistant does per-
form many important legal tasks.
Graduates from the Legal Studies Pro-
gram work in law firms, corporate legal
departments, government legal depart-
ments and in the court system. Parale-
gals are trained to do legal research in
various forms, to draft certain legal
documents, to interview clients and wit-
nesses, to assist attorneys at trial,
depositions and other legal proceed-
ings, and to perform investigative work
in preparation for civil and criminal trial.
According to Dr. Marci Johns, director
of the program, the approval is the cul-
mination of a three to four year process.
It began with a self-assessment period
and a lengthy application, followed by a
site visit by the ABA. The final step was

Many Faulkner Legal Studies
Students look forward to the
advantages the ABA Approval
will bring them in their careers.
Roselyn Simmons
achieve increases in salary, job
responsibility, independence,
credibility and
She adds that since the approval,
she has already received public
recognition from legal
professionals and a greater
sense of personal pride. Legal
Studies students and faculty feel
certain that the positive affects of
the ABA approval are sure to
continue and increase!

Faulkner Legal Studies students and alumni celebrate
December graduation and ABA approval at a luncheon

held in February.

fulfilled when official word from the ABA
House of Delegates was received that
the program was approved.

Johns states, “this arduous process
was well worth the trouble in order to
attain the ABA stamp of approval which
demonstrates the academic quality of
our Legal Studies program.”

Faulkner University is a private, Chris-
tian, liberal arts senior college, with
over 2570 students. The University’'s
main campus is in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. There are also campuses in
Birmingham, Huntsville, and Mobile.
Faulkner has satellite classes meeting
at several other locations. Over 50 de-
grees are offeJ;eﬁi by the University, in-
SI@Hig Bachdlor Degree§, Master of O
Science in Management, Master in Bib-
lical Studies, Master of Criminal Justice,

yrppcoresueles spocpisRer o

David Short, Senior Vice President of
Faulkner University, states, “The Crimi-
nal Justice and Legal Studies Program
is one of the best received and most
highly respected programs of the Uni-
versity. Dr. Johns is to be congratu-
lated on her hard work in gaining ABA
approval for the Degree in Legal Stud-
ies.”
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Whether you are interested in a career as a paralegal or you cur-
rently work as a legal secretary and want to learn more, you will
want to attend the Open Househosted by the Legal Studies
Department at Faulkner University. It will be held Tuesday,
June 15th from 6:00 to 7:30in Greer Hall Room 301.

Faulkner University strives to maintain the highest quality Legal
Studies education program. A degree from its ABA approved
Legal Studies program can be your first step to a rewarding and
successful career as a paralegal.

The Faulkner University Legal Studies department seeks to pro-
vide a program that supports its students during their academic
and professional careers. A small student population guarantees
access to faculty who are eager to assist and guide students
through the Legal Studies curriculum. Upon graduation, stu-
dents will be well equipped to begin or continue an exciting ca-
reer as a paralegal. For those students who possess a job in the
legal field when they enter the program, they will be able to per-
form more effectively and efficiently in their positions.
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Learn about the paralegal profession

Receive enrollment and financial aid information
Meet the Legal Studies Director

Speak with graduates and current students.

Meet Course Instructors

Obtain information from many paralegal organizations in-
cluding the Montgomery County Bar, Alabama Association
of Paralegals, National Association of Legal Assistants, and
the American Association of Paralegal Education.

Learn about the Certified Legal Assistant Examination

Speak with Representative from the Thomas Goode Jones
School of Law

RSVP no later than Friday, June 11th

Congratulations to Those Who Passed the December CLA/CP!!

Accolades to two Montgomery area paralegals who passed the
December CLA/CP examination. Karen Harris and Laura
Reaves passed all five sections of the challenging exam.

The Certified Legal Assistant/ Certified Paralegal Program is
administered by the National Association of Legal Assistants.

tion can provide an extra edge in the job market. Areas cov-
ered in the exam include Communication, Ethics, Legal Re-
search, judgment and analytical ability, and substantive law.

To prepare its graduates for the CLA/CP exam, Faulkner
University includes a preparatory course in its paralegal

The CLA examination is offered three times a
year. Since its establishment in 1976, over
12,000 paralegals have earned the use of the pro-
fessional designation.

Although certification is not required to work as
a paralegal in the state of Alabama, the certifica-

Congratulations
Karen Harris

And

Laura Reaves!

curriculum. This course is available to any
paralegal in the community interested in taking
the CLA/CP exam.

For more information, contact the Faulkner
Legal Studies Department or log on to
www.nala.org.

Faulkner Legal Studies Graduates

The Faulkner University Legal Studies Program would like to
congratulate recent graduates. Those students who graduated in

December 2003 include:

1 Ashley Swift
¢ Laura Reaves
¢ Joanne Jones
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The American Bar Associationbrings up the question, @Whate
son qualified by education, training, or work experience who anyway?! 20

is employed or retained by a lawyer, law office, corporation,
governmental agency or other entity and who performs spe-
cifically delegated substantive legal work for which the law-
yer is responsible. o

Within the past year, the National Association of Legal Assis-

tants, who administers the Certified Legal Assistant exam,

added the designation Certified Paralegal for
those who prefer to use
Also, The Alabama Association of Legal Assis-

tants changed its name to The Alabama Associa-

tion of Paralegals.

Great . So what is a
professionals who do the same work use these
two different job titles to describe their position.

i 2
Is there a difference” Despite what could be perceived as a gradual

The debate over the correct job title has heated move toward the designat
up in recent years. The value of paralegals and American Bar Association currently uses the

legal assistants in the legal community contin- terms fAparalegal o and dl
ues to grow. Attorneys and firms no longer changeably.

limit themselves to hiring someone to merely answer the
phone and straighten files. Now, paralegals and legal assis-
tants play an integral part in the practice of law. As responsi-

bilities increase, so does pride in the careerd which again

It appears that only time wil
you wi ||l say #dl egal assistant
adopted by this growing and important profession.

Faulkner Legal Studies Program Grows

The Faulkner University Legal Studies Program recently hired
Aundrea Mann as a new staff member. Aundrea works as the
Legal Studies Student Services and Public Relations Coordinator.
Her position involves duties such as working with students in
areas such as career services, and working as a liaison between
the Faulkner Legal Studies Program and the legal community.
Program and the legal community.

The Legal Studies Program anticipates additional growth due to
recent ABA approval of its Associate degree and the introduction
of a Bachelors Degree in Legal Studies in Fall 2004.

Legal Studies Director Dr. Marci Johns and Student Services
and Public Relations Coordinator Aundrea Mann.

Let Me Introduce Myself...

You may be asking yourself exactly what is The in the legal community.
Paralegal Pulsenewsletter that you have received.
The Paralegal Pulsés the new Legal Studies/ Para-
legal newsletter published by the Faulkner Univer-
sity Legal Studies Department. The purpose of this
newsletter is to provide students, area paralegals and
their employers

We hope to promote the utilization of paralegals by
informing current and prospective employers of the
advantages of paralegal utilization. Also, we hope to
educate and update our readers on the ever growing
and changing paralegal career.

with information We hope you enjoy reading The Paralegal PulséWVe
that affects them welcome questions, comments, or suggestions regard-
and their roles ing the newsletter.
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In Touch With the Heart of the
Montgomery Area Legal Community

Upcoming CLEsS
What:

A six-part series regarding settlement issues involved in civil
litigation will begin in May.

When:

Effects of Medicadd'uesday, May 4, 2004
Bankruptcy Tuesday, June 1, 2004
ReleaseJuesday, July 6, 2004

Each CLE will be from 11:45-1:00 p.m.

Lunch will be provided!

Where:

Alabama Supreme Court Building, Montgomery, AL.

For Registration and Fee Information:

Contact Marci Johns. (334)386-7304
Watch for dates for the final three parts in the rieathlegal Pulse

ABA Model Guidelines
Paralegal Utilization

GUIDELINE 1: A lawyer is
responsible for all of the profes-
sional actions of a legal assistant
performing legal assistant ser-
vices at the lawyer's direction
and should take reasonable
measures to ensure that the legal
assistant's conduct is consistent
with the lawyer's obligations un-
der the ABA Model Rules of
Professional Conduct.

Watch for additional guidelines in upcomin
newsletters.
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