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Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,

with thanksgiving, present your
request to God .

Philippians  4:6  NIV
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“You can’t deny laughter; when it
comes, it plops down in your favorite
chair and stays as long as it wants.”

- Stephen King
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September 28th

marked an historical day

in the advancement of

space technology and

space travel. In a press

release the Space

Exploration Technologies

Corp. (SpaceX)

announced “that Flight 4

of the Falcon 1 launch

vehicle [was] successfully

launched and achieved

Earth orbit. With this key

milestone, Falcon 1 [is]

the first privately devel-

oped liquid fuel rocket to

orbit the Earth.”

The Falcon 1, which

was designed and con-

structed by SpaceX,

launched at 4:15 p.m.

(PDT) from the Reagan

Test Site on Omelek

Island at the U.S. Army

Kwajalein Atoll in the

Central Pacific, approxi-

mately 2,500 miles south-

west of Hawaii.

SpaceX was founded

by Elon Musk, the co-

founder of PayPal, in

2002. According to the

company’s website,

“SpaceX develops rockets

and spacecraft for mis-

sions to Earth orbit and

beyond.” SpaceX states

that they are “committed

to becoming the world’s

premiere space services

company by substantially

improving both the relia-

bility and cost efficiency

of space transportation,

ultimately by a factor of

ten.” The company was

created with the ultimate

goal of “enabling human-

ity to become a space-far-

ing civilization.”

Not only have

SpaceX’s incredible

achievements been a

source of pride for the

U.S., but Faulkner

University can take spe-

cial pride in this accom-

plishment as well.

Faulkner faculty member

Dr. Joy Lucas’ son Kent

Lucas is an employee of

SpaceX and a member of

the team that helped to

make the dream of

launching Falcon 1 into

space a reality. Kent

Lucas was on Kwajalein

when Falcon 1 was

launched, working as a

part of the company’ three

member mission control

team.

Joy Lucas has proudly

been sharing her son’s

achievements with her

students and says, “Kent

was honored by the atten-

tion from Jim Lovell and

president Hilyer’s kind

comments at the benefit

dinner.” 

Kent Lucas attended

Lipscomb for three years

before transferring to

Auburn University and

graduating with a degree

in Aerospace

Engineering. He was then

awarded a Rolls Royce

fellowship from Purdue

University for his masters

degree in Aerospace

Engineering and has been

working with SpaceX for

the past two years.

According to the

SpaceX company web-

site, “the SpaceX team

now numbers more than

550, principally located at

[their] Hawthorne,

California facilities, with

a larger team in

McGregor, TX, where

SpaceX conducts large

structural and propulsion

testing.”

With this monumental

achievement, SpaceX is

certainly a company to

keep watching. To learn

more about the history

making work that SpaceX

is doing, visit the SpaceX

w e b s i t e

www.spacex.com.

Students’ Opinions

Friday, the DOW Jones

Industrial average is set to

have it’s worst week in it’s

112-year in history. The

lack of confidence in the

financial stability of the

world economy has caused

the average to drop 21 per-

cent in the last 10

trading days. 

“Fear has been run-

ning rampant all

over the Street[Wall

Street]. Fear and

greed, that’s what

rules the Street. I

think the carcass has

been stripped to the

bone,” Dave

Henderson, a floor

trader on the New

York Stock

Exchange for Raven

Securities Corp, told

MSNBC.com.

On Friday,

the market saw an

early drop, followed

by a slight rise which was

curt-tailed by another drop

and a steady rise through-

out the end of the trading

period. Traders became

nervous during the last

hour of trading which

began at 3 p.m. ET; this

was due to the fact that

over the last few days, the

closing hour has been the

period of the heaviest sell-

ing for  traders. 

Surprisingly, dur-

ing the closing minutes of

the DOW Friday, there

was not only a complete

regain of today’s losses

but also a relatively large

gain in points. The blue

chips closed with a point

value that was 170 more

than when the day started;

this was a huge victory for

the DOW considering the

blue chips were down 367

points 30 minutes prior to

the spike in gains and  for

those who are not in the

know, a blue chip stock is

the stock of a company

with a stable financial his-

tory and no large liabili-

ties. 

A psychiatrist is

what is needed to help

investors today," Tony

Crescenzi, chief bond mar-

ket strategist at Miller

Tabak, told

MarketWatch.com. The

increase in points towards

the end of the day is proof

of the ability of the stock

market to rebound. The

chief reason for the recent

financial turmoil is the

lack of faith in our market

and the fear that that lack

of faith creates. 

Even though this

financial “rebound”  has

considerably turned the

markets around. This was

only one good day that we

have had in a series of

very bad days. The credit

crisis has caused signifi-

cant damage to not only

our national but also the

global economy. With the

passing of the recent gov-

ernment bail-out things

have started to turn around

however. 

"The United States gov-

ernment is acting, we will

continue to act, to resolve

this crisis," Bush said at

the White House. The gov-

ernment is acting but will

their financial band-aid put

a stop to Wall Street’s

hemmoraging of points?

Only time will tell what is

going to happen in the

market. It is not time for

anybody to panic that is

the worse thing you can

do. Warren Buffet said

“Our favorite holding peri-

od is forever. “ Meaning

that do not take your

money out of the market

just because you are in

fear of what is going to

happen. The DOW is no

where near to the crisis of

1929.

Keep your hopes up in

times like this. The econo-

my will come back and

those who did not panic or

worried will see the posi-

tive side to this “crisis.”

Space X Falcon -1

State of the economy
By RYAN DAVIS
Staff Writer

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Çäðàâñòâóéòå! That’s

Russian for hello, and

pronounced zdrah-

stvooy-tee. This past

July, I had the opportuni-

ty to travel halfway

around the world to

Ukraine on a mission trip

with West Huntsville

Baptist Church. I had

never been to another

country, so I was pretty

nervous.

I knew this would be

an exciting, emotional

trip, but I really didn’t

know what I was getting

into. After 13 hours of

flying and two layovers,

I was finally in Ukraine.

After going through

customs and finding our

luggage, our missionary

friend Slavic picked us

up to take us to Donetsk

Christian University. We

were headed to help

teach English by provid-

ing one-on-one conversa-

tion with the students.

The English courses did-

n’t start until Monday,

and we arrived the

Thursday before.

The first night, our

group had the privilege

of listening to a

Ukrainian choir. The

choir, which consisted of

people from many

churches across Ukraine,

had been brought togeth-

er and taught to read

music. They were per-

forming for us that night

after only four days of

learning to read music

and practicing their

songs.

The performance was

absolutely phenomenal!

The choir sang popular

church songs in their

native tongue, and

though the music was

absolutely beautiful, it

had a lulling effect.

Unfortunately, I don’t

remember as much as I

would like because jet

lag had hit hard (I had

been up for almost 27

hours straight).

At the end of the per-

formance, the director

asked our group if we

knew the song “As the

Deer,” to which we

replied, “Yes!” What

happened next was

incredible. We sang in

English as the choir sang

in Russian. I always

knew there were

Christians in other coun-

tries, but to actually

experience worship with

them was indescribable. I

could feel God’s pres-

ence fill the room that

night.

My trip to Ukraine

didn’t stop there, but that

experience is what stands

out the most to me. I

know I’ll never forget

this trip, and I can’t wait

to go back next year.
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Student Missions
By JENNI WILLIAMS
Campus Life Editor

JUAN CARBALLO
Staff Writer

By JESSICA CASSERLY
Associate Editor

"They have to focus

in what direction the

country will go as far

as the economy and

moral issues but I'm

also worry about the

candidates age"

- Kyla Ward

"The most important

issues are the experi-

ence that the candi-

dates have as well as

the economy and

their morals refering

to abortion, gay mar-

riage,etc."

- Jonathan Morgan
"I think the war in Afganisthan and

Iraq needs to finish because it has been

really expensive and affected the

image of the US and the relationships

with other governments because many

countries were and still against that

war" 

- Manuel Zapata

"We can't change the

government and it's

corruption from the

inside so we need to

change it from the

outside by taking

action like Christians

did in history and still

do instead of just vot-

ing"

- Joshua Goodman

"I choose the economy that involves for

example the energy crisis that is affecting

everyone's budget and there is no solution yet

and the Christian morals"

- Anthony Staten

"We don't need a president that

creates more problems like the

war we are facing because we

shouldn’t be in it. We need

some real changes and solu-

tions in the economy, not just

the same things everybody is

trying"

- Rob Cooke

Email Ryan Davis at
ryan.davis@faulkner.ed
u.

jenni.williams@faulkner.edu

HEADSHOTS CONTRIBUTED BY FACEBOOK.COM

"I think the most

important thing to

consider in the elec-

tion is the situation

overseas and by this I

mean the war" 

- Jamie Russell

Several Faulkner students were asked “in your opinion what's the

most important issue in the election?” Here’s what they said.

“I think that the ecnomy is the most important issue

in this election. Without the economy we have noth-

ing. We cannot do moral things to the benefit of the

society without a storng economy.”

- Michelle Morris
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Another week on cam-

pus.  Have you had a

good time so far?

Have you gotten out of

your room and made

new friends?

I hope so.  If not,

you’re probably miserable right now.  Please

don’t let these great years pass while you’re

alone in your room playing Rock Band on your

Xbox 360!

College is fun.  HOWEVER, your main purpose

for being here is academics.  (Let me repeat that,

since I’m sure some of you are shocked I would

say such a thing…)  Your main purpose for being

here is academics.

It’s midterm time, and you’ve had a little while

to get used to being in school for the first time

(or again).  It’s time to get serious about your

studies.  If you think that God is glorified by

your lackluster performance in the classroom,

you’re dead wrong.  

Granted, some of you are not “straight A” stu-

dents.  Some of you have to work hard to just

pass.  Some of you can be lazy and make fine

grades.  Your end result is not my concern (or

God’s) as much as your working toward excel-

lence.  

You know what you can do.  Do it with all your

might.  Do your very best at whatever it is you

find to do.  Work hard, and stop giving God a

“spotted lamb!”  Offer Him your very best, both

in and out of the classroom, and He’ll be happy

to receive your unspotted sacrifice of excellence!

John Gordon’s Gab

A Word from
Dean Austin

The New Club on Campus

What do the following people have in common:

Randall Bailey, Ph.D., Dixie Hicks, Ph.D.,  Ed Hicks,

Ph.D., Will Freeman, Justin Rudder, Sarah Chowning,

Carolyn Faneuf, Martel Pace, Floyd Parker,Ph.D.,

Heather Bear, and Faires Austin? These and others are

members of Faulkner’s Near Eastern Society

(FNES).

What is FNES?

FNES explores the fascinating world of the

Ancient Near East. By Ancient Near East I mean the

areas of the modern countries of Iran, Iraq, Turkey,

Syria, Lebanon, Israel and Egypt.

Considering how little was known just three cen-

turies ago about early Israel and the whole Ancient

Near East, the gains achieved to date have been

extraordinary.

As a member of FNES, you will hear members of

the club speak about their travels in many different

countries. You will view Power Point presentations of

Ancient Near Eastern sites and have an opportunity to

travel to Atlanta and other cities to view Ancient Near

Eastern exhibits. 

When you join you may wish to be indentified by

an Akkadian name or some other Near Eastern lan-

guage equivalent.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Nov.

10, 5 p.m., in HP 128, at which time we will hear Dr.

Bailey speak on “The Exodus Event: What Evidence

for its Existence?” 

Come join us as we explore the fascinating world of

the Ancient Near East.

Thank you,

Rimum Kadrum (Wild Bull): 

Dean Austin Engaged?  Want to post an announcement in the Spire?  Email
jenni.williams@faulkner.edu

Oct. 18 is just three

days away.

Yes, the day may be a

Saturday, but even in big

cities like Montgomery,

sometimes there is just

nothing to do. 

On those bountiful bor-

ing days, students around

Faulkner have been known

to rent movies, sleep, do

homework (ok, not really),

take a trip to William Y.

Blount Cultural Park, oth-

erwise known as

Shakespeare, or simply go

home.  

If you think Oct. 18

will be one of those days,

you have nothing to fear.

Friends for Faulkner (FFF)

will be hosting an event

that just might save your

Saturday. 

From 9:00 a.m.– 4:00

p.m. on the lawn in front of

the Jones School of Law,

FFF will be hosting the

25th annual Oktoberfest.

FFF, a non-profit

organization, holds many

fundraisers from which the

proceeds go to student

scholarships and to fund

non-budgeted needs on

campus.

“We have fundraising

items that we sell through-

out the year which are

available on our website

for purchase

(http://www.faulkner.edu/a

lumni/friendsforfaulkner/f

undraisers.asp). These

include a throw, collectible

ornaments and club scrap-

books.  In the past we have

also had t-shirts, cook-

books and other items,”

FFF Vice President Dena

Luce said. 

“I enjoyed work-
ing with all the little
kids that came to my
booth. It was fun to
see the kids have
fun.”

-Carrie Hunter, junior

Because admission to

the Oktoberfest is free, stu-

dents can spend a few dol-

lars at the baked goods

table or the many vendor

tables. 

A commuter stuck at

home babysitting has no

need to worry about the kid

sister spoiling the fun. 

Thanks to volunteers,

many children’s games

will be set up so you can

shop around and socialize.

Some of the volunteers

include members of cam-

pus social clubs.  Junior

Carrie Hunter helped out at

a children’s booth during

Oktoberfest 2007.

“I enjoyed working

with all the little kids that

came to my booth,” Hunter

said, “It was fun to see the

kids have fun.”

Other social club mem-

bers helped set up and

clean up, but there are

many other areas to volun-

teer. 

Interested in volunteer-

ing? It’s not too late.

Contact Luce by dialing

extension 7482 or email

her at dluce@faulkner.edu.

Oktoberfest Extravaganza: Faulkner’s fall fundraiser
By HANNAH HASTINGS
Editor-in-Chief

The University Chorus

is a select ensemble of

approximately thirty

singers chosen by audi-

tions held at the beginning

of each school year. 

The Chorus is under

the skillful direction of

choir director Lester

McNatt, who says “it’s

going to be a great year.” 

The 2008-2009 con-

cert season will feature

various programs. On

Friday and Saturday, Oct.

31 and Nov. 1, the chorus

will be singing during the

Homecoming pre-game

activities. They also plan

to travel for a Fall Tour

through the Gulf Coast to

help New Orleans with the

continued relief effort

from hurricane damage. 

The University Chorus

will help with a special

meal for the homeless as a

part of the continued

rebuilding effort in New

Orleans. This will be their

third year providing sup-

port to the people there.

In January, the chorus

plans to attend the

Christian College Choral

Festival in Rochester,

Michigan, where they will

be among eight or nine of

their fellow Christian col-

leges and universities for

this special festival. 

There they will sing as

a choir and also with the

other choirs. Total atten-

dance for the event will

include around 450

singers.

For those who have

not had the opportunity to

hear the University

Chorus, there are several

tentative opportunities

coming up to do so.

Other than the

Homecoming events,

there is a Run Out concert

scheduled for Nov. 9, as

well as a Fall Concert on

Dec. 2. Expect to hear

beautiful singing and to

see a well-groomed, well-

postured ensemble. You’ll

hear soprano, alto, tenor

and bass singing in a

melodious four-part har-

mony. 

The University Chorus

sings with controlled lev-

els of volume, and a single

individual does not oddly

stand out. As a whole, the

group produces a healthy

and pleasing tone. You

will not be disappointed

by what Faulkner

University’s Chorus has to

offer.

University Chorus has busy fall semester
By MICHELLE MORRIS
Staff Writer

John Gordon serves as Faulkner’s Director of Student

Activities. Look for John at all the campus events.

Faires Austin serves as the Dean of Students for Faulkner.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Matt Roberson, Ph.D. enjoys time with family at
Oktoberfest.

High school students discover Faulkner University
By MICHELLE MORRIS
Staff Writer

This year, Columbus

Day was observed on Oct.

13. Columbus Day was

originally observed in

1892, 400 years after

Columbus started his first

expedition to the new

world.

When asked about

Columbus Day, junior

Ryan Davis says, “I am

glad that men like

Columbus and Magellan

lived, so that the new

world could be discov-

ered. I know it has had a

huge impact on me, con-

sidering that I live in this

‘New World.’”

Several people enjoy

Columbus Day simply

because it is a day off

from school or work. “I

don’t know enough about

Columbus to have an

opinion of him, but he did

discover this part of the

world, so I think he

deserves a little honor at

least. I don’t know what

qualifies as enough to

have a day named after

you, but I am all for

another day off school,”

says sophomore Jenni

Williams.

During Columbus

Day, some public school

students will be off for

the holiday. What will the

high school students do

during the holiday?

Faulkner University

planned a Columbus Day

visit based on the idea

that students can tour the

University without miss-

ing school, because

Faulkner was open as

usual on Columbus Day.

Catherine Morris and

Deanna Horton are both

dual enrollment students

at Faulkner University,

and they wanted to learn

more about the campus.

“I wanted to tour the

campus and talk to the

admissions office,” said

Morris. “I really enjoyed

talking with admissions

officers”. Horton’s

favorite part was “asking

questions to the guides.

They gave good

answers.”

“Overall, the

Columbus day visit was a

success,” said Chad

Brown, assistant director

of admissions. “We had

about 30 to 40 students

come out and participate.”

Hopefully, the stu-

dents who participated in

the Columbus Day visit

will later enroll as fresh-

men. 

PHOTO BY D.K. KIBLER/Spire
Cary Judd and Daniel Kunz perform in Cafe Siena. The
two performed a free concert Sept. 30.

Help Faulkner save money and energy by turning off your lights as you leave your room!

Campus Events
October 15-25

October 20-21 (Mon.-Tues.) - Homecoming is upon us!  Make your Homecoming
Court nominations in the gym lobby before and after chapel, and elections will

be later on that week.

October 23 (Thurs.) - A LifeSouth Blood Drive will be held from 11am-6pm.
Give the gift of life!

October 23-25 (Thurs.-Sat.) - Get involved in the World Mission Workshop.
Hundreds of people who’ve never seen our campus will be here, so do whatever

you can to make them feel welcome!

Don’t forget the Aerobics, Kickboxing, and Yoga classes in the Multiplex taught
by Mrs. Laura Velten. Get yourself in shape!
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Sometimes we want

revenge. Whenever we’ve

been treated unfairly, the

desire for revenge is a com-

pletely normal human reaction.

I know I have felt the desire to

put someone’s car on blocks or

to roll their apartment. Okay,

rolling someone’s apartment is

harmless fun but you get the

idea. 

In fact, I have experienced

that same desire in the past

couple of months. I knew I

couldn’t put a car on blocks myself, I mean I’m only

5’4,’’ so that’s when my friends came in to my plan.

Of course it’s also natural for your friends to have

your back and to take your side no matter what. 

Good friends want to avenge you when they

know you have been done wrong. As commander in

chief of this particular army of girls, I knew they

would help me in any way necessary. But before I

allowed my friends to spend a few bucks on eggs that

were not going to be made into omelettes, I had to sit

back and assess the situation. 

First I asked myself if I had done anything wrong.

Well I knew I was as in the right as Sarah Palin

(sorry... had to put in my plug!). Then I started to

think we should add sour milk to the ever-expanding

shopping list. The wheels were turning in my head.

But before I could start planning our scheme, my

good conscience came back from a rather short vaca-

tion and asked me “What would Jesus do?” 

I thought “Really? That was so ten years ago.” I

sighed as deep as a sick kid on Halloween. I knew

that whether or not my actions were wrong leading

up to that point, my heart was. Deep down we all

knew we weren’t going to egg someone’s car or start

a nasty rumor; it was just fun pretending to plan

those things. It made me feel better. It made my

friends feel better. But is having that kind of dislike

towards a fellow Christian in your heart ok? Life is

too short to hold grudges. Plus, it is not any human’s

job to judge someone else’s disobedience. “Vengance

is mine,” the Lord says. God will take care of the true

transgressors. 

MY VIEW

Hannah Hastings

Editor in Chief

From the Editor

Hannah welcomes your comments and questions.
E-mail her at hannah.hastings@faulkner.edu

From the Drawing Board

Junior
Preston
Phillips
serves as
the
Spire
cartoon-
ist.

Primetime:Faulkner life

through the eyes of Drew Phillips

Dinner and
a murder
By JENNI WILLIAMS
Campus Life editor

Dinner and a movie is

one of the most common

dates, but how about din-

ner and a play? The excit-

ing thing about dinner and

a play is that you never

really know what will hap-

pen.

The Faulkner

University Dinner Theatre

recently opened with a new

show, “And Then There

Were None,” by Agatha

Christie. Christie is known

for her mystery works, and

this is one of her best. In

the story, 10 people are

invited to an island for a

holiday. A strange turn of

events has them scared for

their lives, as one by one

they begin to die according

to a poem, “Ten Little

Indians.” As the story pro-

gresses, each character

becomes more suspicious

of the others, as they won-

der whom the killer could

be.

Dinner begins the

evening, and the meal was

superb. The array of

desserts available makes

saving room for them

worthwhile. 

As for the play itself,

the acting was impressive.

Each of the characters was

convincing, accents were

consistent, and personali-

ties were obvious and con-

stant. During one scene, an

unsuspecting glass fell and

shattered. Though this was

unintentional, the actors

remained calm and collect-

ed throughout the entire

ordeal.

At the start of Act II,

seven guests are left. As

accusations are flying,

more information comes

out about each of the

guests, and more people

are mysteriously killed.

Each death follows the

sequence of the poem, and

when the guests realize

this, they begin to wonder

who will be next. The play

remains tense, but also has

humor built in. Michael

Morrow plays a dashing

Philip Lombard, a former

military captain who adds

touches of humor to the

potentially depressing plot.

The very end of the

play seems almost pre-

dictable, but takes a

delightfully surprising turn.

Even those who know the

storyline will be pleasantly

caught off guard.

There are still several

opportunities to enjoy this

production with perform-

ances Thursday-Saturday,

Oct. 16-18, as well as Oct.

23-25. Tickets are $22 for

adults and $15 for children

under 12.

All in all, a night with

Faulkner’s Dinner Theatre

is a worthwhile, memo-

rable evening.

D.K. KIBLER/Spire
The characters in “And Then There Were None” try to
unravel the mystery behind who the mysterious killer
could  be.

Dear Spire Reader,

Faulkner Christian University was founded in

1942 and has continued to grow and make advance-

ments to the school that we attend today.  When

prospective students come to Faulkner I know that

they are very impressed with our campus and stu-

dents. Faulkner is basically awesome. But what

makes Faulkner so awesome? There are obviously

some things that make our school unique. Here are

the top lighthearted reasons that Faulkner is awesome. 

The Rotunda
The landmark of the school on the Atlanta

Highway campus opened in 1965. We all know the

beauty of this modern construction marvel. With its

circular interior design no destination or dreams of

education are out of reach. Its so comforting to walk

into a building knowing that you will reach your

desired location; well, at least you will eventually.

Great Books Program
This renowned academic program has become a

mainstay in Faulkner’s curriculum. Who knew that

some books are good while others are “great”? What

separates a good book from a “great” one? Yes, I am

using the Socratic Method. Well, I’m not qualified to

give you the answer as an inferior undergrad student

since I only read good books. 

A Conservation-minded campus
As many of you now have experienced firsthand

Faulkner is an ecologically and environmentally con-

cerned campus. When I first heard that the cafeteria

was going green my friends and I were a little wor-

ried. The thought of eating eggplant, hummus (ground

chickpeas) and tofu while drinking soy milk did not

sit well with us. But even worse, they decide to take

away our trays. My friends and I were emotionally

broken down. Why don’t they just wash our trays in

the fountain up front to save water? I mean I will be

glad to put some detergent in there. 

The J.L. Perry Cafeteria Sweet Tea
Only rivaled by San Marcos, Country’s Barbecue,

and Maw Maw (my grandmother) the sweet tea in the

cafeteria has long been revered for its intense sweet-

ness and very subtle hints of tea leaves. Once the

number one choice of beverage of students, Mrs.

Alice’s sweet tea is now finding some competition

from the blue/yellow PowerAde mixture.

Jamboree
With my superior choreography skills, Jamboree

has already become a big part of college life. Every

spring students for some reason intentionally and

willingly come together to put on a show. And what is

more shocking is that people actually pay to see me

act a little “fruity”. Jamboree is the reason I came to

this school in this first place anyway. It is okay if my

GPA suffers as long as I bring home that Jamboree

trophy.

Until next time,

Drew Phillips

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

E-mail Drew your thoughts on his column at
steven.phillips@faulkner.edu.

I love humanity; It’s people I can’t stand

There is a quote that I

have always loved that

one of my professors used

as an example in class the

other day. Since then, I

have noticed how well it

fits into the world in

which we live. 

Linus, from the

famous Peanuts cartoon

strips says, “I love

humanity; it’s people I

can’t stand.”  

Out of curiosity, I

decided to google this

quote and found an inter-

esting article about the

religious meanings in the

Peanuts comics, which

often go unrecognized. It

seemed that my mind

leading me to a religious,

or at least just a civil,

understanding of this

quote wasn’t so absurd. 

It’s not just something

a character in a cartoon

strip said; it has meaning

behind it.

I believe sometimes it

is very had to love people.

It is easy to love humani-

ty because we are all the

same. Every person is part

of the human race, and it

is hard not to love some-

thing that you are your-

self. But we, as

Christians, are called to

love one another. That

means the individual per-

son and not just humanity

in general.  

I notice a lot of gos-

siping on this campus and

it is things like that which

make it so hard for people

to get along.  Even those

who call you a friend can

treat you like the dirt

beneath their feet at times.

I have had people testing

my patience a lot the past

few weeks and every time

I’ve had to step back and

remember that I am called

to love every person; even

my enemies.

I think there is a lot of

thought behind the simple

statement, “I love human-

ity; it’s people I can’t

stand.” Sometimes I see

people doing awful things

to one another. I stop and

think about how unreal

and absurd it is that one

human could treat another

human being with such

distaste, but it happens all

the time. There are some

things that are hard to

look past, but as

Christians I think we are

supposed to learn to look

past these things and love

people despite their

imperfections. After all,

love is of God.

It reminds me of the

passage in Luke 6 that

says, “Why do you look

at the speck of sawdust in

your brother’s eye and

pay no attention to the

plank in your own eye?”

We all tend to be hyp-

ocrites. I am speaking as

if I have never said a neg-

ative thing about anyone.

Of course, that is not true.

But what I’m saying is

this: I hope that someone

could look past my faults

and imperfections and

love me the way

Christians should love

each other. We should all

strive to focus on loving

both humanity as a whole

and the individual people

who make it up. But hey,

that’s just my opinion.

Fireproof: Strengthening Marriages
By EMILY MARSH
Staff writer

Alex and Stephen

Kendrick, the directors of

“Facing the Giants,” are

back on the big screen

with their new film,

“Fireproof.” Presented by

Sherwood pictures,

“Fireproof” is a movie

about a marriage that is

burning to the ground. 

Kirk Cameron, from

“Growing Pains,” stars as

Caleb Holt, a firefighter.

Erin Bethea stars as

Catherine Holt, Caleb’s

wife and a hospital public

relations director. When

Catherine hires a divorce

attorney and receives

advances from a new doc-

tor at the hospital it seems

the marriage will fall

apart. Caleb, who seems

to be a hero with everyone

but his wife, has to decide

if his marriage is worth

the fight. 

Caleb’s dad encour-

ages him to stay in his

marriage for 40 days and

try what his father calls

“The Love Dare,” a book

instructing him to apply

one new principle of love

to his marriage every day.  

Rated PG for some

thematic elements, this

movie engages the view-

ers with the suspense of

wondering whether the

couple will reconcile their

relationship or if they will

they resort to the action

that scars the lives of

many Americans—

divorce.

When Caleb’s attempts

to reconcile are rejected

he begins questioning how

he is supposed to show

love to someone who

rejects him. 

“Fireproof” also paints

a realistic picture of mar-

riage. Marriage is some-

thing that two people must

work at every day. So

many romantic movies

paint a fairytale image of

marriage when they begin

with people meeting and

falling in love and end

with a wedding.

“Fireproof,” however,

begins in the middle of a

marriage. 

While the main stars

perform their roles ade-

quately, the acting of the

supporting cast is poor.

The dialogue also appears

broken in some places,

rather than smoothly flow-

ing from one scene to the

next and leaves the viewer

confused. Some of the

lines in the film appear to

be cheesy and are not

taken with sincerity,

because of the way they

are said by the actors.  

If you want to see an

Oscar winning film,

“Fireproof” is sure to dis-

appoint you. Nevertheless,

I believe “Fireproof” still

has a powerful message

that is overshadowed by

the poor acting. If viewers

are unmarried, married, or

divorced, “Fireproof”

offers a new spin on rela-

tionships, and viewers can

still find value in seeing

this film. 

E-mail Emily at
emily.marsh@faulkner.ed
u.

By KASEY PORTER

Contributor

Looking for a way to
spend your
Saturday?

Check out Faulkner’s
Oktoberfest

Saturday, October
18th from 9-4!

Kasey is an Elementary
Education major.
kasey.porter@faulkner.edu.
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Words of Wisdom
“Devotion to the Book”

Kevin Ellis, Assistant Professor of Bible, V.P. Black College of Biblical
Studies

“Be warned: the writing of many books is endless, and excessive devotion to
books is wearying to the body.” Ecclesiastes 12:12

Do you read? The National Endowment for the Arts reports that in 2002 near-
ly half of 18- to 24-year old Americans had not read one book other than one
required by work or school, in a year. The number of “literary readers” among col-
lege graduates has declined from 82 percent in 1982 to 67 percent in 2002. The
Noel-Levitz 2007 College Student Inventory reports that just under 38 percent of
male students enjoy reading.

Are you using the $3,000 to $4,000 worth of text books you are purchasing?
Four years ago the General Accounting Office estimated U.S. college students
spend $898 annually on books and supplies. They say that cost is growing at
twice the rate of general inflation. Are you reading them for all their worth?

What about the most important Book? Are you using it for all its worth?

Look at this detail from the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry.“And He
came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He
entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. And the book of
the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the
place where it was written,‘the Spirit of the Lord is upon me,’” (Luke 4:16-18).
Jesus was familiar with God’s Book. He knew what passage in Isaiah he should
read. He knew how to find the passage. He made pointed application of the text.
Jesus expected others to know the Book as well. He repeatedly asked people,
“Have you not read…?  He introduced lesson after lesson with the words “It is
written.”

Paul instructs young Timothy,“Be diligent to present yourself approved to
God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the
word of truth,” (2 Timothy 2:15). Accurate handling of the Book is the most
important skill you can build at this university.

In order to make the most of your Faulkner education, you must be a person
of the Book. Your broad exposure to liberal arts will make you a better reader.
Your Bible classes will give you insight and perspective for the study of God’s
Word. Your experiences of worship in chapel and in devotional groups will open
your soul to stirring by the Spirit inspired text.

The Great Tradition
“The Liberal Arts and the Truth of Things”

Robert Woods, Ph.D., Director of the Great Books Honors College

What the liberal arts can and should be when it is lived out in the lives and
minds of the professors and student body is the formation of an atmosphere
where learning and much more can occur. The love of wisdom is the center of the
Great Tradition. While the modern university, like the surrounding society, seems to
have a gluttonous appetite for data, facts and mere knowledge, the liberal arts has
traditionally called for the highest of knowing: the knowing of wisdom.

An illustration might suffice at this point. If one were to ask a naturalistic,
humanistic, biologist what is the human being, you would probably be given a
noun answer with several reductionistic qualifications with terms such as “an inter-
action of various chemicals and electrical impulses.” It could be argued that this is
also factually true of a snail and a whale but neither is this description accurate of
these creatures. While the professor of liberal arts might assert that this terribly
limited definition of the human being is part of the picture, it is too narrow and it
does not get at the truth of the matter. Some facts, formulas and flights of fancy
may actually miss the point entirely. Philosophy, poetry, art and music declare that
human dignity granted to all humans is related to the integrity of the particular
person, not merely as juices and voltage but as an intellectual soul incarnate. Any
and all disciplines in the academy that either ignore the glory of the human being
or reduce that glory to mere matter are diabolical.

The best of the liberal arts and even the other sciences (to the degree that they
are humane) understand that reality has a “given-ness” to it and that it can and
should be known. We also know that knowing is more than percents and measure-
ments. Another hallmark of the aspiration to know the truth of things is the kind of
modesty that springs from genuine humility. That is why any discipline (including
the liberal arts) that claims to have corner on knowing and understanding is to be
challenged, not assumed.

The material world is grand and its grandeur is intertwined with the transcen-
dent reality, never the two should be severed. In addition we can affirm that knowl-
edge must never be separated from love. Love of learning, love of sharing, and love
of one’s fellow human beings. In life and the academy the modern will to power is
terribly destructive to the endeavor of learning and a community of learners. Let
us seek the truth of things in the spirit of love.

Doc really loves talking about this stuff and would be glad to give you a copy of the
book, The Great Tradition, if you like.

Get involved with local college ministries!

Go to church tonight!
Dalraida - 7:00 p.m.

Eastern Meadows - 6:30 p.m.

Landmark - 7:00 p.m.

University - 6:30 p.m.

Montgomery Inner City Bus Ministry

We need student help!

Just show up at
5:30 p.m. Café Siena

MONDAYS & TUESDAYS

contact Jordan Wearden or Kelly Dix for more
information

Free time. As college
students those words are
as useful as a $20 bill.

Many Faulkner stu-
dents spend their coveted
free time sleeping, hang-
ing out, participating with
social clubs, participating
in campus clubs and cam-
pus activities or working.

While working may
not be what comes to mind
when you’re trying to

think of a fun way to
spend free time, there are
several students who actu-
ally enjoy their jobs. 

Some students even
have jobs that offer experi-
ence for their major or
career goals. 

Tom Baxley, senior
Liberal Arts with an
emphasis in Bible major,
spends some of his free
time working as a preach-
er. Baxley's Sundays are
spent preaching morning
and evening services at
LaFayette Church of
Christ, a congregation of

about 50 people. Because
LaFayette, Ala. is located
on the other side of
Auburn, Baxley spends
about three hours round
trip commuting each
Sunday since he took the
job in March. 

Baxley considers him-
self lucky to have the
opportunity to not only
serve as a preacher, but to
be a minister of God’s
word. 

As Baxley makes his
way to the pulpit each
Sunday morning and
evening, he looks upon the
people occupying the
padded pews and he
knows that he is where
God wants him to be. 

“I enjoy preaching
[t]here because it offers
me experience that I could
never get in a classroom,”
Baxley said, “I love
preaching because God is
an awesome God and I
love to tell the story.” 

Not only does
Baxley spend his free
time working on
Sundays, he also
spends his
free time
t h r o u g h o u t
the week
preparing ser-
mons.

“I con-
stantly have
ideas rolling
through my
mind.  Also,

some come easier than
others. I like to do all sorts
of lessons: topical, exposi-
tions and character stud-
ies,” Baxley said.  

Before Baxley took the
position once held by
alumnus Cory Lewis,
Baxley practiced preach-
ing at Elizabeth Wright
Devotionals and Tuesday
Night Devotionals.  

“Sharing the good
news is the most reward-
ing experience one can
have,” Baxley said. 

And Baxley plans to
share the good news, even
after graduating in May
2010. 

“I would love to have
a job preaching, teaching
or working in apologetics
somewhere [upon gradua-
tion],” Baxley said.  

He plans on remaining
a preacher for the congre-
gation until Mar. 2009
when he will pass on the

position to another stu-
dent. 

Hannah Hastings is
editor in chief of The

Spire. She can be
reached anytime via

email at hannah.hast-
ings@faulkner.edu

Baxley spends free time in pulpit
By HANNAH HASTINGS
Editor in Chief

As a Christian institu-

tion it is important for us

to be concerned with the

world and reaching people

in all cultures and neigh-

borhoods. Christian mis-

sion work serves the world

in spiritual and physical

matters. In the constant

effort to reach lost souls,

missionaries carry the

Gospel of Christ to coun-

tries all over the world,

often with little regard to

the American comforts we

are so accustomed to. 

However, it is futile to

try to reach people spiritu-

ally without aiding them

physically. Whether a mis-

sionary is carrying the

love of Christ across the

sea or across the street

they also carry His com-

passion and willingness to

serve in any way neces-

sary. 

The World Missions

Workshop emphasizes just

that. Over 50 speakers are

bringing hundreds of years

of experience working in

mission fields all over the

world to Faulkner's cam-

pus on Oct. 23-26. Nearly

every country will be rep-

resented at the workshop. 

Four keynote speakers

will address the entire

audience in the student

multiplex. Several break-

out sessions are scheduled

over the course of WMW

as well as a Religious

Roundtable session to

enlighten the audience on

the world's major reli-

gions. 

"[WMW] teaches us to

communicate with a

diverse world," says

Richard Trull, Ph.D., Bible

professor and director of

the school's missions pro-

gram. 

A diverse world is

exactly what we'll have on

campus that weekend. At

our sister schools, such as

Freed-Hardeman and

Harding, an average 600

guests attended the annual

workshop. 

"We're going to have a

ton of people visiting the

school, all who share a

common passion: Jesus.

There's going to be a lot

we can learn not only from

the speakers but from the

hundreds of visitors com-

ing for the workshop,"

says senior Adam Greene,

one of the leading organiz-

ers for the weekend. 

"I'm looking forward

to seeing Christians come

from all over the country

to share their experiences

and perspectives,"

Freshman Coordinator

Jessica Newcombe says.

WMW is geared

toward students. Faulkner

students have done most

of the planning. The

majority of the attendants

will be students from here

and our sister schools. 

When it was decided to

host WMW on our cam-

pus, it was students who

planned the theme "Who is

my Neighbor?" A question

from the parable of the

Good Samaritan will be

examined, teaching col-

lege students to love all

people in all countries and

from all societies.

Registration begins at

4:00 p.m. on Thursday,

Oct. 23 in the Harris

Business Building. All

Faulkner students are wel-

come to attend the work-

shop, whether it’s for the

entire weekend or just a

few classes. 

Any further inquiries

about WMW can be

answered at www.faulkn-

er.edu/wmw. All of the

sessions will be recorded

and available  online after

the close of the weekend.

Kelly Dix is proud edi-
tor of page 5. You can
email her anytime at
kelly.dix@faulkner.edu

By KELLY DIX
Spiritual Life editor

“It teaches us to
communicate with
a diverse world.”

-Richard Trull, Ph.D.

“I’m looking for-
ward to seeing
Christians come
from all over the
country to share
their experiences
and perspectives.”

-Jessica Newcombe

“Sharing the
good news is the
most rewarding
experience one can
have.”

-Tom Baxley
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Serving the world around us



SSAC Commissioner visits
Faulkner  

This past week

Faulkner athletes were

given the oppertunity to

attend a Career

Development Seminar.

Dr. Kurt Patberg, com-

missioner of the Southern

States Athletic Conference

(SSAC), spoke with all of

the student athletes on

Thursday, Oct. 6, 2008. 

Patberg has worked as

the conference commis-

sioner for ten years, and

he was the general manger

of Career Athletes, a net-

working and employment

resource for collegiate ath-

letes, for five years. 

He regularly speaks to

student athletes about mar-

keting themselves to

potential employers.  

His topic, "How to Sell

Yourself as an Athlete:

Creating the Competitive

Advantage" applied the

lessons learned as student

athletes to preparation for

beginning careers after

graduation. 

“You gotta
focus on your
career.”

-SSAC
Commissioner Dr.
Kurt Patberg

Two separate meetings

were held, one for fresh-

men and sophomores and

another for juniors and

seniors as they quickly

approach graduation. 

"You gotta focus on

your career," Patberg

emphasized throughout the

seminar. 

Patberg gave insight

on what to expect when

entering the work force

and equipped our athletes

with several tips to suc-

ceed. 

“The more pre-
pared you are,
the less the
struggle will be.”

- Dr. Kurt Patberg

He encouraged the stu-

dents to differentiate

themselves in order to

become unique to their

employer and offered

other strategic interview

and resume skills. 

"The more prepared

we are, the less the strug-

gle will be," said Patberg.

Many of our athletes

learned quite alot from

Patberg and his excitement

for their future.

“No one really
starts to listen to
what I have to
say until they
hear I was a
coach.”

- Dr. Kurt Patberg

Although Patberg has

quite a list of credentials,

none impressed the Spire

staff more than his coach-

ing background.

Patberg even admitted

that this is what got the

attention of most athletes.

“No one really starts to

listen to what I have to say

until they hear I was a

coach,” Patberg stated.

It was neat to see a

man that had a passion for

taking athletes to the next

level and giving them the

tools they need to succeed

in life.

As Patberg began to

talk to the athletes, his

knowledge for what he

was saying became evi-

dent.

While it may have

been awhile since he him-

self was an athlete. 

Dr. Kurt Patberg is still

able to relate to athletes on

certain  level that lets

them open up to him and

learn from his experi-

ences.

A big thank you goes

out to all who worked so

hard to bring Dr. Kurt

Patberg to our campus and

we look forward to having

him back for many more

years as our athletic pro-

gram grows. 

Kelly Dix can be
emailed at
kelly.dix@faulkner.edu

Get ready Faulkner

student body, its time for

Intramural sports.

Yes, we have have

been hearing this for quite

some time.

But starting this week,

the first intramural sport

to be played will be kick-

ball.

As of last week, all

social club presidents and

athletic directors were

told at a meeting the

order of the sports for this

semester.

Due to the weather, as

well as limited fields to

play on, softball was

bumped back to the

spring semester.

This week, the minor

sport of kickball will be a

great warmup to the

sports coming up. 

The order of the sports

will be basketball, then

volleyball, then last but

not least the amazing

sport of flag football.

As our intramural

sports league has gone

through so many changes

even before one sport has

yet to be played, the

anticipation to get out on

that field had only

increased as we are now

into our third month of

school. 

All of our new mem-

bers are ready to show

their club spirit and get

pumped up for their first

competitive games with

their clubs.

With the weather out-

side getting cooler, and an

apparent sign that fall is

upon us, I am very excit-

ed to finally get this

year’s intramural season

well on its way.

After the announce-

ment was made to bump

softball back, I heard

many people say they

were slightly relieved to

be starting off with a less

challenging sport.

I too am relieved as I

am getting on up into my

old age, it takes me a lit-

tle longer to get my game

face on  than it used to.

All joking aside, this

season has the potential to

be the best yet, and I

encourage you all to get

out there and have some

fun!

Also, get ready for the

Pink-out that will take

place at the Volleyball

game this Thursday. So

come out wearing your

pink apparell and cheer

on the your Eagles!

Sports Editor Sarah
Hughes can be contacted
by email:
sarah.hughes@faulkner.e
du
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As our women’s soccer

program rises into its fifth

year, their progress seems

to only be getting better.

At the start of the new

year, our Faulkner

women’s soccer team was

joined by ten new fresh-

men.

Out of these ten fresh-

men seven are starters.

They have brought a new

spark to the squad and

their talent is helping on

the field as well as off.

So far our Faulkner

women have an overall

record of 5-3-1, and a

record of 1-4 in conference

play.

Last week, they took

on  Berry College. They

held the Vikings to a single

goal at the half, but could-

n’t hold on long enough

and fell to Berry 3-0

Then over the week-

end, Faulkner women had

a chance to redeem them-

selves when they faced

Columbia University.

Going into the game,

they had yet to win a con-

ference match, but their

domination of the Koalas

left no doubt in anyones

mind that Faulkner

University Women’s

Soccer was a strong force

to be reckoned with.

The Eagles jumped out

in front of the Koalas lead-

ing 2-0 at the half way

mark.

The tough defense of,

freshman Carly DeWeerd,

and Junior Emily Casey in

the backfield only gave

Columbia three shots on

goal throughout the whole

game.

Unfortunately late in

the second half, Deweerd

would have to leave the

game due to an ankle

injury that has kept her out

for a handful of games.

Despite this loss, the

Eagles were able to man-

tain their lead and with an

amazing 22 shots on goal

they defeated the

Columbia Koalas 6-1.

Faulkner then prepared

to face long time rival

Freed- Hardeman.

They traveled to

Henderson, Tenn, and

played one of the hardest

matches of their season so

far.

The game lasted a total

of 99 minutes, but the end

result was another win for

the Eagles.

Faulkner had over 40

shots on goal.

Coming off this exhil-

erating win, the Faulkner

women prepared to face

Lee University that week-

end.

Lee University has

long been considered one

of the elite soccer pro-

grams in the country and

this year was no exception.

Lee is ranked 2nd in

the nation and earlier in the

week defeated  the AUM

women 8-1.

With this still on their

minds, the Eagles geared

up to defend their home

field against the Lady

Flames of  Lee University.

Faulkner was able to

hold the Lady Flames

scoreless for 33 minutes.

Unfortunately, this was

not enough and the Eagles

fell to 2-0 at the half.

Despite a valeiant

effort by our Eagles, Lee

went on to score four more

goals and defeated

Faulkner 6-0.

There was good news

to be had.

“Faulkner is a vastly

improved program, and

they defended us quite

well in the first half,”

noted Matt Yelton, coach

of the Lady Flames.

So while Faulkner is

faced with many tough

opponents, their talent and

reamwork is being noticed

and given credit by those

around them.

Faulkner women’s soc-

cer is still considered a

new program, even its

coach is only in his second

year at Faulkner.

But the new talent and

leadership of veterans has

helped this program go

above and beyond its

expectations. We continue

to watch and see what our

Eagles have in store for the

rest of this year’s season.

Sports Editor Sarah
Hughes can be contacted
by email:
sarah.hughes@faulkner.ed
u
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A little bit at a time,

Faulkner University

has taken steps to beau-

tify its Montgomery

campus.  

Presently, all who

come to campus enjoy

many of the magnifi-

cent building that cam-

pus boasts.  

One of the newest

additions, and most

magnificent, is the

Margaret Berry Harris

Dormitory.  

This particular dor-

mitory is used to house

many of the female stu-

dents here at Faulkner

and offers a nice com-

bination of social inter-

action with personal

space. 

The structure is

humongous; totaling

about 45,200 square

feet distributed over

three floors, with a total

value of over six mil-

lion dollars and every

expense going to make

this one of the most

quality dorms at the

university.

It has a total of 76

rooms, a media room, a

computer lab, a fitness

center, and wireless

internet.  

Furthermore, it has

a fully equipped

kitchen that students

can sign out for their

own personal use. Last,

but not least, Margaret

Harris Dorm is outfit-

ted with a key card

entry security system,

so our young ladies can

feel secure while living

on campus. The con-

struction and comple-

tion of this dorm is all

well and good.  

Davis Dorm is

inhabited by the new

freshmen guys, an

understandable choice

as to who is forced to

live in the place saved

for the lost souls of

humanity. 

Hopefully a plan to

build a new guys dorm

and represent gender

equality more effec-

tively is in the works!  

Until then, dude

seriously? 

Joe welcomes
new thoughts and
insights from the
student body. Just
email him at
joseph.hastings@

faulkner.edu

Faulkner women’s soccer
remains tough

Despite difficult schedule, Faulkner still considered a tough opponent

Request:
New Living
Space!

By SARAH HUGHES
Sports Editor

Our Faulkner women have been playing quite well, and continue to improve
over each game. The new talent of the freshmen, and the leadership of return-
ing veterans all play a part  in this year’s sucess and unity of the team.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

By KELLY DIX
Academics Editor

Kickball first
intramural
sport

Don’t for-
get to

attend the
girl’s Pink-
out volley-
ball game,

October
16th!

Dude

Seriously ...

By SARAH HUGHES
Sports Editor
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